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New distribution record of Polyphylia
(Granida) phongsali (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae:
Melolonthinae) from North Vietnam

JUNYOUNG LEE'

1. °|&%, Bucheon-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea (email: cooleoptera@naver.com)

AFdol&oll &3t Granida oF4-2 otAlof A9 10522 F/d= o] ot HE o= P. (G.)
simoni kontumensis Kobayashi & Fujioka, 2016 ¢t P. (G.) vietnamica, 2%&°] 7]12% it
B 3= yEY BXojA WA P. (G.) phongsali Zidek, 20062 M &Zo] Rustch B o] X
oAyt 3 AR, W EGAE Granida ob4e] HARES A Al B-Sit

Abstract
The subgenus Granida Motschulsky, 1861 of the genus Polyphylla Harris, 1841 comprises

ten species in Asia. Two species, P. (G.) simoni kontumensis Kobayashi & Fujioka, 2016 and
P. (G.) vietnamica Kobayashi & Fujioka, 2016 were recorded in Vietnam. Here, distribution
record of Polyphylla (Granida) phongsali Zidek, 2006 from North Vietnam is newly reported.
Diagnosis, photographs of morphological characters, and taxonomic key for Polyphylla (Granida)
in Vietnam are provided.
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Introduction
The subgenus Granida Motschulsky, 1861 of the genus Polyphylla Harris, 1841 consists of

10 species distributed across Japan, Taiwan and Southern continental Asia (Sehnal & Bezdék,
2011; Uliana & Prokofiev, 2017). Members of the Granida are distinct from Eurasian subgenera
by their unequal tarsal claws in male and scaly longitudinal stripes on elytra (Exceptionally P. (G.)
phongsali Zidek, 2006 has maculate pattern). Continental species including P. (G.) jessopi de
Wailly, 1993, P. (G.) phongsali, Zidek, 2006 and P. (G.) nikodymi de Wailly, 1993, are known to
be rare with limited number of reported specimens (Sehnal & Bezdék, 2011). The recent review
of subgenus Granida from Vietnam confirmed the distribution of two species, P. (G.) simoni
kontumensis Kobayashi & Fujioka, 2016 and P. (G.) vietnamica Kobayashi & Fujioka, 2016
(Uliana & Prokofiev, 2017). Here, the first distribution record of P. (G.) phongsali in Vietnam is
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reported with diagnosis, photographs of morphological characters, and taxonomic key.

Materials & Methods

All materials are deposited in Lee’s private collection (LP; Bucheon, Korea). The
morphological characters of the specimens were examined under an Olympus SZ51 stereoscopic
microscope (Olympus, Tokyo, Japan). Male genitalia were dissected and placed in 10% KOH
for 12 hours. Photographs were taken using a Canon DSLR camera (6d mark II) with an EF
100mm f/2.8 L. macro lens (Canon, Tokyo, Japan). Morphological terms follow Zidek (2006)
and Sehnal & Bezdék (2011).

Taxonomic Accounts
Family Scarabaeidae Latreille 1802 &-tJo] 2}
Subfamily Melolonthinae Macl eay, 1819 7% &t o|o}x}
Tribe Melolonthini Leach, 1819 ¥&tjo]=
Genus Polyphylla Harris, 1841 4~ F o] <
Subgenus Granida Motschulsky, 1861

Polyphylla (Granida) phongsali Zidek, 2006 (Fig. 1)
Polyphylla phongsali Zidek, 2006: 10, pl.3. Type locality. N. Laos (Phongsali).

Diagnosis (male). Body length 23.5mm, Body moderately convex and elongated oval shape,
Dorsal side reddish brown with darker pronotum and head, Clypeus nearly straight but slightly
depressed in anterior margin, Protibia distinctly bidentate, Pronotum covered with three orange
longitudinal stripes including two complex stripes on lateral sides; coarse punctures sparsely

distributed, Distinct maculate pattern on each elytron. Male genitalia as in Fig. 1.

Materials examined. [L.P] 15": Vietnam, Ha Giang, Vi Xuyén, Mt. Tay Con Linh, IV. 2024,

leg. local collector.
Distribution: Vietnam (new record), LLaos.

Remark. Sehnal & Bezdék (2011) stated that the nearly straight basal margin of pronotum is
a valid diagnostic character for P. (G.) phongsali, distinguishing it from other Granida species
with convex margins. However, the examined specimen from Vietnam does not have straight
margins suggesting that the character may have a range of variation. This new record represents
the northernmost distribution of P. (G.) phongsali, adjacent to the southern border of China
(Yunnan) (Fig. 2).
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Figure 1. Male of P. (G.) phongsali. A) Dorsal habitus. Genitalia: B) Dorsal view C) Lateral view. Scale bar = 10
mm (A), 5 mm (B, C).
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Figure 2. Distribution of P. (G.) phongsali. Red mark indicates a new record. Black marks indicate previously
reported distribution (Zidek, 2006; Sehnal & Bezdék, 2011; Uliana & Prokofiev, 2017).
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Key to the Species of the subgenus Granida in Vietnam

1. Anterior margin of clypeus slightly depressed .......c.cccevviviininiiniininiininiinnnne P. (G.) phongsali Zidek
- Anterior margin of ClyPeus CONVEX...ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiit ittt s an e san e 2
2(1). Elytra with well-developed longitudinal stripes ............... P. (G.) vietnamica Kobayashi & Fujioka
- Elytra with irregular stripes or maculate pattern...... P. (G.) simoni kontumensis Kobayashi & Fujioka
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